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1.0 Introduction~ 

At the invitation of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament) of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, The Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Advocate J.F. 

Mudenda, accompanied by two members of the Portfolio Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, Hon. K. Paradza (Committee Chairman) and Hon. P. Misihairabwi

Mushonga (Member), attended the 6th International Conference on Palestine, 

held in Teheran, from February 21-22, 2017. 

The delegation was welcomed at Imam Khomeini International Airport by Hon. 

Alaeddin Broujerdi, Chairman of National Security and Foreign Policy in the 

Iranian Parliament. 

The conference, whose theme was "Together Supporting Palestine" was 

organised and sponsored by the Iranian Parliament. More than 700 delegates 

from 70 countries were in attendance. 

This two-day conference was organised and hosted by the Islamic Parliament of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran and was attended by Speakers of Parliament, 

Members of Parliament, leaders of resistance movements, scholars, foreign 

ambassadors accredited to Iran, leaders of political parties, representatives of 

non-governmental organisations, political, cultural and religious groups as well 

representatives of various media organisations. 

2.0 Objectives of the 6th Conference 

The history of the Palestinian struggle against its illegal occupation by Israel is 

well-documented. Therefore, the major objective of the 6th conference was to 

mobilise the entire Muslim and Arab world to unite against Israel in support of 

a free self-rule Palestine. 

In addition, the conference wanted to solicit further support for Palestine from 

non-Muslim but pro-Palestinian governments and other organisations from 

across the globe. 
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This is largely because the rise of an assortment of terrorist groupings operating 

the Middle East had created a major detraction from the Palestinian crisis. As a 

result, the Palestinian question had literally disappeared off the radar in terms 

of international geo-politics. 

As it is, within the middle-east and Arab power houses, the Palestinian crisis no 

longer has patrons and champions as was the case prior to 1967. Therefore, the 

6th International Conference on Palestine was meant to revive or rather to 

remind the entire world that the Palestinian issue still remains unresolved 

despite a series of United Nations resolutions including the famous Oslo Accord, 

which came up with a two-state solution- with Israel and Palestine existing side 

by side in peace and harmony as neighbours. 

However, Iran, as a major power within the Middle East, and with support from 

some militia groups like Ham as and Hezbollah, is not in support of the two-state 

agreement and is demanding the unconditional liberation of Palestine. Radical 

armed groups in the Middle East, Hamas included, want to wipe Israel from the 

map. Hamas, which won elections more than 10 years ago but never ruled 

Palestine, is now confined to an enclave called Gaza Strip where the group has 

fought brutal wars with Israel in 2008, 2012 and 2014- trying to reclaim the lost 

Palestinian territories. 

The Oslo Accord, which seems to be the only realistic solution to the Palestinian 

question, does not attract consensus among the interested grouping or 

countries in the Middle East, hence the escalation of the conflict. 

3.0 Conference Proceedings 

3.1 Welcome Remarks by the Speaker of Parliament of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran, Dr Ali Larijani. 

The Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament) Dr Ali Larijani 

welcomed all the delegates to the conference, especially his counterparts from 

across the world including parliamentary delegates, clerics, scholars and other 

freedom-seeking activists from the region. 
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He called on all the Muslim world to support the struggle in Palestine. Dr Larijani 

also informed the conference that the Iranian Parliament has since passed a law 

to offer total support for the Palestinian people. This, he said, was why his 

Parliament was hosting such a conference for the 6th time. 

He reminded the delegates that the conference was being held at a time when 

the situation in Palestine was fast deteriorating, with Israel committing more 

atrocities against innocent Palestinian people as well as constructing illegal 

settlements within Palestinian territories, especially in the West Bank and the 

Holy city of Jerusalem. 

Dr Larijani also told the conference that Israel was supporting and sponsoring 

terrorist groups in order to destabilise Muslim countries within the region. The 

creation of these terrorist groupings had resulted in serious tensions among 

Muslim countries across the Middle East and beyond. 

3.2 Address by Iran Supreme Leader, the Grand Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

The Islamic Republic of Iran's Supreme Leader, Grand Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

officially opened the two-day conference while the Iranian President, H.E Hassan 

Rouhani, presided over the closing ceremony. 

In his speech, The Supreme Leader pointed out that the Palestinian issue was 

not only a bilateral conflict between Palestine and the Zionist regime of Israel, 

but was in fact a confrontation between the entire Muslim world versus Israel. 

He reminded the delegates that the Palestinian crisis was the root cause of the 

current conflicts within the Arab and Muslim countries in the Middle East. 

The Supreme Leader Ayatollah called on all Muslim countries to rally behind the 

struggle in Palestine and warned them against falling into divisive machinations 

by Israel and its Allies, especially the United States of America, through their 

sponsorship of artificial civil wars among Muslim and Arab nations. He said the 
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creation of these civil conflicts within the region has resulted in the Palestinian 

crisis being rendered the least priority even at international fora. 

The Liberation of Palestine should serve as a focal point for all Muslim and other 

freedom-seeking nations even if they hold different viewpoints and opinions. 

The Iranian Leader lamented that the history of Palestine was a sorrowful story 

as millions of Palestinians were now homeless or refugees in their own country. 

Thousands others have either been maimed or killed in defence of their 

motherland. 

The Supreme Leader lamented that both the Muslim world and the international 

community had abandoned Palestine yet this crisis has a special priority in 

today's world. 

He reminded the conference that Israel continued to suppress the people of 

Palestine in a brutal manner, arresting several thousands, looting and murdering 

people, occupying the land that belongs to Palestine and building illegal 

settlements and in the process changing the complexion and identity of the Holy 

Cities like Jerusalem. 

The Supreme leader called on the people of Palestine to continue with their 

resistance against the Zionist regime including mounting further uprisings until 

the total liberation of Palestine is achieved. Liberating and protecting Palestine 

and its Holy places by all means necessary, is a holy jihad for all Muslim 

countries, he said, adding that the time for compromises was over. 

The Supreme Leader called on Palestinian groups that are collectively fighting 

for the liberation of their homeland to focus on the common enemy- Israel

and not to fight among themselves as this weakened their common objective. 
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3.3 Address by the Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Advocate J.F. 

Mudenda. 

In his address to the conference, the Speaker condemned the Israeli government 

for its continued violation of all UN resolutions ever since the creation of the 

Zionist State way back in 1948. 

The Speaker told the delegates that Zimbabwe fully supported the struggle in 

Palestine and was also in total support of the Oslo Accord which calls for the 

creation of two-states. Zimbabwe has since recognised Palestine as an 

independent State and is host to a fully-fledged Palestinian Embassy in Harare. 

The Speaker also gave a chronology of events, mostly atrocities committed by 

succeeding Israeli governments towards the Palestinian population for about 70 

years including the current construction of illegal settlements within the 

Palestinian territory. 

He called on the international community to now refocus its efforts on resolving 

the crisis by taking "a concrete plan of action, once and for all" instead of relying 

on UN resolutions or conferences whose outcomes are always frustrated or 

ignored by Israel. 

The Speaker paid tribute to Iran for its unwavering support for the Palestinian 

cause. This, however, has resulted in Iran enduring a cocktail of sanctions 

imposed on it by the US and its European allies. He also lamented the double

standards approach taken by the US and its allies to clandestinely side with Israel 

against Palestine. 

The Speaker concluded by calling for the setting up of a standing committee to 

spear-head campaign for the liberation of Palestine saying the hope now lies in 

intensive and robust Parliamentary intervention as UN resolutions and other 

solutions remain un-implemented up to this day. 
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3.4 Conference Declaration In Support of the Palestinian Intifada 

During the conference, several heads of delegations presented their views in the 

plenary, conveying solidarity messages in support for Palestinian liberation. 

The conference set up five committees that drew up various resolutions. 

These five clusters were; 

• Committee for Parliaments and Assemblies 

• Committee for Palestinian and pro-resistance movements 

• Committee for the youths 

• Committee for pro-Palestine NGOs 

• Committee for Political Affairs and final declaration drafting. 

Mr Speaker, as you will recall, reports and resolutions from these five 

committees were submitted to the plenary and the outcomes were consolidated 

into a final communique. 

3.5 The Final Communique 

• The conference paid tribute to Iran's Supreme Leader Grand Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei's speech which set the tone for the 6th International 

Conference on Palestine. 

• Overall, the conference resolved that the Palestinian question shall be 

considered as the first and foremost priority for the Muslim world and 

Arab states including other progressive friends of Palestine. 

• It was also resolved that the intifada (uprising) and other forms of 

resistance shall be the only effective way of dealing with Israel that would 

force it to vacate the occupied territories as all other methods are 

considered secondary. 

• Efforts were to be made to amicably resolve any differences among 

Muslim nations in light of the spread of Israeli-sponsored terrorism in the 

Middle East. 

• The conference denounced Israel for its destruction of the Palestinian 

economy including its cruel besieging of the Gaza Strip, currently home to 

Ham as. 
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• The conference condemned the latest moves by Israel to construct illegal 

Jewish settlements within the Palestinian territories especially the West 

Bank. 

• The conference also condemned Israel for its destruction of Palestinian 

holy cities and other religious sites dotted across Palestine. 

• The conference resolved that Israeli authorities should be tried at the 

International Criminal Court of Justice for carrying out genocide atrocities 

including the massacre of Palestinian children. 

• The conference also condemned the current US administration for openly 

supporting Israel by proposing to relocate the American Embassy from 

Tel-Aviv to East Jerusalem. 

3.6 Closing Address by the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, H.E Dr 

Hassan Rouhani. 

President Rouhani in his closing remarks to the conference, paid tribute to all 

the Palestinian martyrs, those injured and all those who have sacrificed their 

lives for the liberation of Palestine. Since 1948, he said, succeeding Palestinian 

generations have lived miserable lives as displaced people and refugees in 

different parts of the world with suffering, displacement, torture and 

martyrdom as their only heritage. 

The Iranian President impressed upon the conference delegates that it was the 

duty of both the Muslim world and the international community to stop Israel 

from the on-going systematic killings of Palestinian people. According to 

President Rouhani, the only option available for Palestinians to free themselves 

from Israeli occupation was through uprisings {intifada) as all other options have 

failed to resolve the issue. 

President Rouhani lamented that some Muslim and Arab nations were working 

in cahoots with Israel in destabilising the Middle East instead of helping to stop 

the current civil wars ravaging the region. All these unnecessary wars were 

benefitting the Zionist regime at the expense of Palestine. He concluded by 

committing Iran to the liberation of Palestine using all the available resources at 
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its disposal and called on all progressive Muslim and Arab nations to do the 

same. 

4.0 Meeting with Iranian Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Arab and 

African Affairs, Hon. Hossein Jaberi Ansari. 

The Speaker, Hon. J.F. Mudenda, accompanied by Hon. Misihairabwi-Mushonga 

and Ambassador Nicholas Kitikiti, paid a courtesy on Hon. Ansari, the Iranian 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in charge of Arab and African Affairs. 

Minister Ansari commended Zimbabwe for its interest in Palestine and 

expressed gratitude that the Speaker had accepted the invitation to attend the 

conference. He highlighted that the objective of the conference was to re

mobilise the international community for it not to forget the Palestinian crisis. 

In his response, the Speaker paid tribute to the Iranian government for its 

hospitality indicating, however, that it was his hope that a clear plan of action 

would emerge from the conference. The proposed plan of action would include, 

among other things, the formation of a working committee comprising the 

various representatives of Parliaments who were in attendance at the 

conference. 

This committee would be mandated to undertake the following: 

• Ensuring the speedy implementation of conference resolutions. 

• Engaging with the Israeli Parliament with the view of understanding the 

position of the Israeli Legislature. 

• Consider other possible avenues for engagement with the Israeli 

authorities. 

• Encouraging unity of purpose among the Palestinian groups. 

• Act as an advocacy voice on Palestine at various regional, continental and 

international fora. 
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5.0 Meeting with the Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly of Iran, 

H.E Dr Ali Larijani. 

Dr Larijani, who was chair and convenor of the Conference, commended our 

Speaker Hon. J.F. Mudenda for delivering a very powerful speech to the 

conference. He hoped that the delegation's visit to Iran would assist in 

improving and further expand bilateral relations between the two Parliaments. 

He informed the Zimbabwean delegation that the Palestinian crisis was a 

complex one and, therefore, what was needed was total support from all 

corners of the world. He, however, lamented that while most Muslim countries 

were rich and had money, they were reluctant to use it on Palestine. 

Dr Larijani agreed with his Zimbabwean counterpart's proposal of setting up a 

working committee that would follow up on all conference resolutions and other 

issues related to resolving the Palestinian crisis. 

In response, Hon. Mudenda thanked his counterpart for inviting him and his 

delegation to the conference which he described as a "huge eye opener" to the 

Palestinian conflict. While he admitted that the Palestinian question was a 

complex issue, however, a compromise way forward must be found in trying to 

resolve it. 

The Speaker encouraged his Iranian counterpart to continue leading the 

conversation on Palestine and assured him that the Parliament of Zimbabwe 

was fully behind those efforts as this was the only way available in achieving a 

lasting solution to the 70-year-old conflict. 

His wish was to see all the conference resolutions translated into practical action 

and he advocated for the setting up of a working committee to follow up on all 

the resolutions and monitor other regional efforts. 

Hon. Mud end a concluded by assuring Dr Larijani that both the Government and 

Parliament of Zimbabwe including the entire citizenry were in total support of 

all efforts that would eventually lead to the liberation of Palestine. He also 
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invited his counterpart to visit Zimbabwe sometime in future and to bring along 

potential Iranian investors to scout for business opportunities within the local 

economy. 

6.0 Meeting with Hon. Alaeddin Broujerdi, Chairman of the National 

Security and Foreign Policy, in the Iran Parliament. 

On the sidelines of the conference, I had the opportunity of meeting my Iranian 

counterpart, Hon. Broujerdi, who chairs the committee on National Security and 

Foreign Policy in the Parliament of Iran. 

During our meeting, I thanked the Government of Iran for inviting us to the 

conference and I also re-emphisised Zimbabwe's commitment towards the 

liberation of Palestine. On behalf of my committee, I pledged to continue 

engaging our Iranian colleagues on all matters related to supporting Palestinian 

struggle from Israeli occupation. 

I also took the opportunity to discuss several issues pertaining to the 

enhancement of trade between our two countries and appealed to him to use 

his offices in promoting Zimbabwe as a business and tourist destination. In the 

same vein I also invited him and members of his committee to visit Zimbabwe 

as a way of cementing our bilateral relations, including trade between our two 

countries. 

In response, Hon. Broujerdi said he was happy that Zimbabwe supported the 

struggle in Palestine and urged us to continue speaking against the evil deeds 

and other atrocities that were being perpetrated by Israel. 

Hon. Broujerdi accepted our invitation for him and his committee to visit 

Zimbabwe at some point in the near future. He also sends his warm regards to 

H.E The President, Cde R.G. Mugabe and wished him good health. 
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7.0 Conclusion 

The delegation wishes to record its gratitude to the Islamic Consultative 

Assembly of Iran, for inviting and also fully sponsoring the round trip to Teheran 

and back including the pre-travel assistance rendered by the Iranian Embassy in 

Harare. 

I Thank You, Hon. Speaker 

Presented by Hon. Kindness Paradza 

Chairman, Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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