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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The Exchange Visit to Palestine was undertaken from 15 – 20 May 2016. The 
invitation for an Exchange Visit was made by the Palestine Legislative Council 
(PLC) 

1.2 Hon. Kindness Paradza, as the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, led the delegation. He was accompanied by the following Members and 
Officer of Parliament:- 

-Hon. Priscilla Misihairabwi - Mushonga, Member of Parliament; 

-Hon. Reuben Marumahoko, Member of Parliament; 

-Mr. Shepherd Manhivi, Committee Clerk and Secretary to the Delegation. 

1.3 The objective of the visit was for the Parliament of Zimbabwe to ascertain, first-
hand, the 68-year-old conflict that exist between Palestine and Israel. This would 
help shape Zimbabwe’s Foreign Policy on the conflict and provide clear lobbying 
and advocacy strategies for Zimbabwe in its engagement with other SADC and 
African countries, especially given that most Africans do not seem to have a 
consistent and united strong voice in support of Palestine.   

1.4 The delegation was grateful for the opportunity to meet with the Palestinian 
President, His Excellency Mahmoud Abbas, Senior Government Officials and a 
number of Palestinian Parliamentarians during the course of its visit. The 
delegation left the region with a much greater understanding of the issues 
confronting the Palestinian people.  

1.5 At the week-long visit, the following programs took place: 

-Courtesy call on H. E President Mahmoud Abbas 

-Meeting with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Tayseer Jaradat 

-Meeting with the Head of the Commission for the Resistance of Settlement and 
Segregation wall, Mr Walid Assaf 

-Meeting with members of the Legislative Council, Hon. Dr Mustafa Barghouthi, 
Hon Jamal Abu Alrub, Hon Ala yaghi, and Hon Jamal Hwail 

-Meeting with the Minister of Prisons Affairs, Mr Essa Qaraqe and Ms Sahar 
Fransis from the Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association 

-Meeting with the Office of the United Nations Co-ordinator for Human Rights 
(OCHA), Ms Catherine Cook (Head Advocacy and Communications)  

-Meeting with members of the Islamic Christian Commission for the defence of 
holy sites, Dr Essa Hanna, Father Manuel Musallam  and Mr Azzam Al Ahmad 

-Meeting with the Governor of Hebron, Mr Kamel Hameid 

-Tour of Jerusalem, Hebron, Nablus, Bethlehem, Qalqilia Cities 

https://un-truth.com/tag/father-manual-musallam
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-Visit to holy sites, the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and the Church or 
Resurrection in Jerusalem  

-Visit to the Tomb of the late President Yasser Arafat 

1.6 The delegation would wish to record its gratitude to the Administration of 
Parliament of Zimbabwe who liaised with the Palestinian Legislative Council on 
the organisation of all the logistics associated with the visit. The delegation also 
wishes to express its thanks to the Palestinian Ambassador to Zimbabwe, H.E 
Taghrid Senouar for the assistance she rendered in the preparation of our visit. 

 
  
2.0 BRIEF BACKGROUND ON THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY (OPT) 

2.1  The conflict between Palestinian Arabs and Zionist (now Israeli) Jews is a 
modern phenomenon, dating to the end of the nineteenth century. Although the 
two groups have different religions (Palestinians include Muslims, Christians and 
Druze), religious differences are not the cause of the strife. The conflict began 
as a struggle over land. From the end of World War I until 1948, the area that 
both groups claimed was known internationally as Palestine. That same name 
was also used to designate a less well-defined “Holy Land” by the three 
monotheistic religions. Following the war of 1948–1949, this land was divided 
into three parts: the State of Israel, the West Bank (of the Jordan River) and the 
Gaza Strip (then controlled by Egypt). 

2.2 It is a small area—approximately 10,000 square miles. Jewish claims to this land 
are based on the biblical promise to Abraham and his descendants, on the fact 
that the land was the historical site of the ancient Jewish kingdoms of Israel and 
Judea, and on Jews’ need for a haven from European anti-Semitism. Palestinian 
Arab claims to the land are based on their continuous residence in the country 
for hundreds of years and the fact that they represented the demographic 
majority until 1948.  

2.3 The West Bank and the Gaza Strip became distinct political units as a result of the 
1949 armistice that divided the new Jewish state of Israel from other parts of 
Mandate Palestine. During 1948–1967, the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
was ruled by Jordan, which annexed the area in 1950 and extended citizenship to 
Palestinians living there. In the same period, the Gaza Strip was under Egyptian 
military administration. In the 1967 war, Israel captured and occupied these 
areas. 

2.4 Israeli policies and practices in the West Bank and Gaza have included extensive 
use of collective punishments such as curfews, house demolitions and closure of 
roads, schools and community institutions. 

2.5 Israel has relied on both heavy-handed military action and imprisonment as its 
major key strategies to control the West Bank and Gaza Strip and to thwart and 
punish Palestinian nationalist resistance to the occupation. Hundreds of 
thousands of the arrestees have been jailed, some without trial (administratively 
detained), most after having been prosecuted in the Israeli military court system. 
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More than 40 percent of the Palestinian male population has been imprisoned at 
least once. 

2.6 Israel has built 145 official settlements and about 100 unofficial settlement 
“outposts” and permitted 560,000 Jewish citizens to move to East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank. These settlements are a breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
and other international laws governing military occupation of foreign territory. 
Many settlements are built on expropriated, privately owned Palestinian lands. 

2.7 Israel justifies its violation of international law by claiming that the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip are not technically “occupied” because they were never part of 
the sovereign territory of any state. According to this interpretation, Israel is but 
an “administrator” of territory whose status remains to be determined. The 
international community has rejected this official Israeli position and maintained 
that international law should apply in the West Bank and Gaza. But little effort 
has been mounted to enforce international law or hold Israel accountable for 
violations it has engaged in since 1967. 

 

Figure 1: The disappearing Palestine 

3.0 COURTESY CALL ON HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT MAHMOUD ABBAS  

3.1 The delegation paid a Courtesy Call on His Excellency, President Mahmoud Abbas. 
In his remarks to His Excellency, Hon Paradza expressed fraternal greetings from 
the President of the Republic of Zimbabwe, His Excellency, Cde R. G. Mugabe and 
the people of Zimbabwe. He expressed gratitude for the warm welcome the 
delegation had received from the friendly people of Palestine. Hon. Paradza 
briefed the President that the visit intended, among other things to cement the 
already solid bilateral relations which exists between Zimbabwe and the 
Palestinian Authority.  

3.2 President Abbas responded by conveying a goodwill message to President, R. G. 
Mugabe and the friendly people of Zimbabwe. He expressed his willingness to 
come to Zimbabwe in July 2016 on a working visit to thank our President for his 
unwavering stance on Palestine. 
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3.3 The Palestinian leader paid tribute to the past chair of the African Union, 
President Mugabe. He told the delegation that President Mugabe’s tenure at the 
AU was one of the most successful in the history of the African Union. President 
Mugabe, he noted, led a successful campaign against the occupation of the 
Palestinian Territories by Israel. He said Palestine looks forward to be accorded a 
permanent observer status at the AU. 

3.4 President Abbas also briefed the delegation of the proposed international peace 
conference on Palestine, sponsored by France and which was to be held in Paris 
sometime this year. He had already impressed upon the French authorities that 
South African leader President Jacob Zuma be invited to represent the African 
voices at this summit. 

4.0 Meeting with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Tayseer Jaradat 

4.1 The delegation was welcomed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, by Dr Tayseer 
Jaradat, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for the Palestinian Authority, based in 
Ramallah.  

4.2 The Deputy Minister commended Zimbabwe for its interest in Palestine. He 
explained that Palestine was really the only victim of colonial system left 
operating on earth. He mentioned that President Mahmoud Abbas, has twice 
petitioned the UN to have it accept Palestine as a full member state. In September 
2011 he approached the Security Council and asked for full membership for 
Palestine. Unfortunately that petition did not receive unanimous support from all 
the five permanent members of the UN Security Council which prevented it from 
being passed on to the General Assembly for a vote. 

4.3 He noted that the International opinion is nearly unanimous that a two-state 
solution, including a sovereign Palestinian state, is the best if not only way 
forward in the century-old conflict over historical Palestine. Yet there is no 
visible movement toward achieving this outcome. 

Figure 2. The delegation’s meeting with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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5.0 Meeting with the Head of the Commission for the Resistance of Settlement 
and Segregation wall, Mr Walid Assaf 

5.1 The delegation met Mr Walid Assaf, the Head of the Commission for the 
Resistance of Settlement and Segregation Wall in Ramallah.  

5.2 He briefed the delegation that in 2002 Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
authorized the construction of a barrier ostensibly separating Israel and the 
West Bank. The separation barrier runs mostly to the east of the Green Line 
marking the border between Israel and the West Bank. Palestinians refer to the 
barrier as the “Apartheid wall.” It cuts communities in two, blocks routes of 
travel even within towns and villages, and has totally reconfigured the 
geography of the West Bank.  

5.3  He noted that about 95 percent of the barrier consists of an elaborate system of 
electrified fences, patrol roads and observation towers constructed on a path as 
much as 300 meters wide; and cities like Qalqiliya and Jerusalem are surrounded 
by a 9-metre-high concrete barricade. The delegation saw these walls, which are 
reminiscent of the infamous Berlin Wall. 

5.4 Mr Assaf further noted that the area between the Green Line and the barrier—
about 9.5 percent of the West Bank—is known as the “seam zone” and has been a 
closed military area since 2003, functionally detaching it from the West Bank and 
annexed to Israel. Israeli officials insist that this wall is essential to preserve and 
defend Israeli security. In 2004, the case of the wall was taken before the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) for an advisory opinion. The ICJ ruled that the 
wall is “disproportionate” and therefore constitutes a violation of international 
law. 

5.5  It was observed that more than simply scattered structures of concrete, steel and 
earth, the barriers to movement erected by Israel in the occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPT) enforce the growing territorial fragmentation of the OPT, 
isolating Palestinians from their land and each other while securing Israel’s 
settlement enterprise and ensuring complete segregation between the two 
groups. This segregation is manifest through the network of separate roads for 
the exclusive use of Israeli settlers which connects Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank to each other and to Israel, while ‘bypassing’ Palestinian population 
centres.  

5.6 Mr Assaf explained that Palestinian travel is prohibited on roads built for 
exclusive settler use, without exception. On a second category of roads, 
Palestinians must obtain, from Israeli authorities, special permits to travel and 
such permits are difficult to obtain.  The Israeli military enforces these 
prohibitions with manned checkpoints and army patrols. In recent years, the 
occupying forces have also blocked access from nearby Palestinian villages to 
what have become settler-only roads by means of physical roadblocks. 
Palestinian vehicles are not merely prevented from travelling on forbidden 
roads, but are also barred from crossing them in order to access roads upon 
which they are permitted to travel. In such cases, passengers have to get out of 
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their vehicles, cross the road by foot, and find further transportation on the other 
side.  

 
Figure 3: Part of the Segregation wall in East Jerusalem 

6.0 Meeting with members of the Legislative Council, Hon. Dr Mustafa 
Barghouthi, Hon Jamal Abu Alrub, Hon Ala yaghi, and Hon Jamal Hwail 

6.1 The delegation had a working lunch with Hon. Dr Mustafa Barghouthi, Hon Jamal 
Abu Alrub, Hon. Ala Yaghi, and Hon. Jamal Hwail, members of the PLC. 

6.2 The delegation was briefed of a conflict that exist between the two main 
Palestinian political parties – Fatah and Hamas. Tensions between these two 
parties began to boil in 2005 after the death of President Yasser Arafat. And with 
Hamas’ legislative victory in 2006, relations deteriorated further and were 
marked by sporadic fighting.  

6.3 As of August 2007, the Palestinian Authority was split into two factions; each 
claiming to be the legitimate true representative of the Palestinian people – the 
Fatah-ruled Palestinian National Authority in West Bank and the Hamas 
administration in Gaza.   

6.4 The delegation noted that Hamas and Fatah have fundamental differences in the 
manner they should deal with Israel. Hamas believes Israel does not have the 
right to exist as a nation which Fatah disputes choosing instead to support a two-
state solution or even a single country. Fatah has an official stance of a non-
violent resistance, while Hamas has a militant approach against Israel. These 
ideological differences have kept the two from joining forces since 2006 when 
Hamas won the Palestinian legislative elections and defeated Fatah as the ruling 
Party within the Palestinian Authority.   

6.5 Members of the PLC told the delegation that their Parliament has not yet met 
since the last elections, some 10 years ago. An agreement to form a unity 
government also failed but in the event that is done, it could bring together the 
Palestinian people and leadership, helping smooth over internal politics and 
form a unified front against Israel.   
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Figure 4: Delegation’s meeting with Members of the PLC 

7.0 Meeting with Dr Bernard Sabila, Member of PLC in Jerusalem 

7.1 The delegation travelled to Jerusalem and met with Hon Benard Sabila, Member 
of the PLC. 

7.2 He informed the delegation that the number of Palestinian residents in East 
Jerusalem and the annexed surrounding areas, who received permanent 
residency status from Israel in 1967, was 66,000 and amounted to 25 percent of 
the population of the ‘united city.’  

7.3 Hon Sabila explained that ‘Permanent’ residency status in Jerusalem is not 
permanent. The Entry into Israel Regulations of 1974, which amended the Law of 
Entry into Israel (1952), specified conditions under which permanent residency 
in Israel would expire.  Residency can also be revoked at the discretion of the 
Israeli Minister of Interior but the bases for these decisions are unpublished, 
unclear, and change frequently.  

7.4 He highlighted that Under Israeli law, Palestinian residents in East Jerusalem are 
not subjected to the same restrictions on movement as those imposed on the 
residents of the rest of the OPT. Those who were granted permanent residency 
status have the right to live and work in Israel without having to apply for special 
permits, are entitled to social benefits and health insurance, and have the right to 
vote in local elections (although few do so, as voting would signal recognition of 
the present Jerusalem municipality). Unlike citizens of Israel, Palestinian 
permanent residents of Jerusalem cannot vote in elections for the Israeli 
Parliament (the Knesset), cannot serve in Israeli public office.  

7.5 The cumulative effect of Israel’s restrictions on Palestinian residence in East 
Jerusalem is to serve a policy aimed at maintaining a Jewish majority in the city 
that underpins the State’s regime of control. 

7.6 Although Israel’s annexation of East Jerusalem has been deemed illegal, Israel 
continues to treat East Jerusalem as part of the sovereign territory of the State of 
Israel. Access to the city for Palestinian residents anywhere in the OPT outside 
East Jerusalem has, since 1991, been limited to those who obtain personal entry 
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permits similar to those required for Palestinians to enter Israel. The city is now 
surrounded by checkpoints, and is isolated from the rest of the OPT. 

7.7 These restrictions are aggravated by the continued construction of Israeli 
settlements in East Jerusalem, in defiance of international law and in an attempt 
to alter the demographic balance of the city. The Wall, which weaves in and out 
of Palestinian villages, towns and neighbourhoods, blocks even access by 
Palestinians with Jerusalem residence identity cards to the city.  

  
Figure 5: Leader of the Delegation, Hon Paradza being subjected to one of the check point 

8.0 Meeting with the Office of the United Nations Co-ordinator for Human 
Rights (OCHA), Ms Catherine Cook (Head Advocacy and Communications)  

8.1 While in Jerusalem, the delegation met with Ms Catherine Cook, a representative 
of the United Nation Co-ordinator for Human Rights (OCHA) who highlighted 
that when the first Arab-Israeli war ended with the signing of an armistice in 
1949, some 750,000 Palestinians had become refugees. In addition, Israel’s 
invasion and occupation of East Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 
June 1967 resulted in some 550,000 Palestinians being displaced, the majority of 
whom fled or were expelled to Jordan. By 10 May 2016, the number of people 
registered with the UN Relief Works Agency as ‘Palestine refugees’ had increased 
to over 4.5 million, some 1.8 million of whom live in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. In other words, these are refugees in their own country. 

 
8.2 The remaining 2.7 million people registered as refugees with the UN remain 

displaced in the surrounding countries of Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. Under 
human rights law, these refugees, as well as their descendants, have the right to 
return to their former places of habitual residence.  

 
8.3 Ms Cook observed that Palestinians expelled in 1948 have not been allowed to 

return to their homes, regain their property, or obtain residency or citizenship in 
Israel. Palestinian refugees are excluded by Article 3 of the 1952 Citizenship Law 
from eligibility for Israeli citizenship on grounds that they were not ‘in Israel, or 
in an area which became Israeli territory after the establishment of the State, 
from the day of the establishment of the State [May 1948] to the day of the 
coming into force of this Law [April 1952]’.  
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8.4 Nonetheless, OCHA finds that Israel denies Palestinians living in the OPT the 
right to nationality, in the sense of citizenship, in two ways. The first is by 
prohibiting Palestinian refugees who are now living in the OPT from holding 
citizenship in Israel, the state that formed in the territory of their birth.  Second, 
Israel has so far denied the Palestinian people living in the OPT the right to 
citizenship in a separate state by sustaining the occupation and refusing to 
withdraw to allow an independent Palestinian state to be established there, 
depriving Palestinians of the right to nationality (citizenship) in the OPT.  

 
8.5 Thus most Palestinians in the OPT and in refugee camps in surrounding friendly 

countries have been rendered stateless (although some have acquired the 
citizenship of those neighbouring states). Presently, peace negotiations are 
ostensibly aimed toward a two-state solution that will create a Palestinian state 
in the OPT and provide Palestinians now resident in the OPT with citizenship 
and a permanent home.  

 

  
Figure 6: The delegation arriving at one of the refugee camps 

9.0 Meeting with members of the Islamic Christian Commission for the defence 
of holy sites, Dr Essa Hanna, Father Manuel Musallam  and Mr Azzam Al 
Ahmad 

9.1 The delegation held a dinner with Dr Essa Hanna, Father Manuel Musallam  and 
Mr Azzam Al Ahmad who are members of the Islamic Christian Commission.  

9.2 Members of the Commission highlighted that the conflict between Palestinian 
Arabs and Zionist (now Israel) Jews is a modern phenomenon, dating back to the 
end of the nineteenth century. Although the two groups have different religious 
beliefs, those religious differences were not the cause of the conflict. The conflict 
began as a struggle over land. From the end of the World War 1 until 1948, the 
area that both groups claim ownership was known internationally as Palestine.  

9.3 It was emphasised that the cross-pollination work by various religious group 
within Palestine was a clear demonstration that this was not a religious conflict 
although the Israel government would want to portray it as such.        

https://un-truth.com/tag/father-manual-musallam
https://un-truth.com/tag/father-manual-musallam
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9.4  Members of the Commission reiterated that the permit system that applies more 
broadly to restrict Palestinian movement throughout the West Bank is 
reminiscent of the Pass Laws in apartheid South Africa which made it impossible 
for blacks to work or live in certain white areas of the country. Similarly, like in 
apartheid South Africa, difficulties in obtaining the necessary permits have 
compelled many Palestinians to attempt to enter East Jerusalem or Israel 
illegally in search of work, thus fuelling disregard for labour laws and exposing 
these workers to arrest, detention and heavy fines. 

9.5 The Commission continues to be gravely concerned about the deplorable living 
conditions of the Palestinians in the occupied territories, who - as a result of the 
continuing occupation and subsequent measures of closures, extended curfews, 
roadblocks and security checkpoints - suffer from impingement of their 
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights enshrined in the Covenant, in 
particular access to work, land, water, health care, education and food. 

Figure 7: A working dinner with members of the Islamic Christian Commission 

 
10.0 Meeting with Dr Nabil Shaath, Head of the Commission on International 

Relations in the Fatah Movement 
 
10.1 The delegation met with Dr Shaath head of the Commission of International 

relations in the Fatah Movement. He spoke of the aggressive settlements, road 
blocks and checkpoints, and that this fundamentalism is being driven not only by 
Israel’s actions, but also by the foreign policy of the United States of America.  

 
10.2 Dr Shaath noted that  Israel  is  making  money  out  of  the occupation,  and that  

the  Palestinian market is  business  for  them as  95 per cent of imports and 
exports are controlled by Israel, and Israel has taken 85 per cent of Palestinian 
fertile lands including water points and that  water  is now being sold back to 
them. 

 
10.3 He observed that Palestinians feel that the US is not acting in good faith, and is 

supporting Israel in its violations of human rights.  He noted that the main 
reason for the rise of Hamas is their frustration in the slow pace in the peace 
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process, and the faction no longer has faith in those peace talks.  However, he 
emphasised that negotiation was still the only way to achieve peace. He 
recognised that Islamic extremists are as dangerous to the Palestinian cause just 
as the Israeli Government.   

 
10.4 Dr Shaath felt that it was vital to lobby the international community on the UN 

resolutions to give the peace process a chance. He drew comparisons with South 
Africa and the important role of public opinion and the international boycott of 
the apartheid regime.  He  noted  that  this  will  be  the  most  effective  means  of 
changing  Israeli  policy. 

11.0 Meeting with the Minister of Prisons Affairs, Mr Essa Qaraqe and Ms Sahar 
Fransis from the Prisons Support and Human Rights Association 

11.1 The delegation met with Mr Essa Qaraqe, Minister of Prisons and Ms Sahar 
Fransis from the Prisons Support and Human Rights Association to discuss state 
of the justice delivery system in the occupied territories.  

11.2 The delegation was briefed that since the Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
territory in 1967, more than 800,000 Palestinians have been detained under 
Israeli military orders in the OPt. This number constitutes approximately 20 
percent of the total Palestinian population in the OPt and as much as 40 percent 
of the total male Palestinian population. It also includes approximately 10,000 
women jailed since 1967, as well as 8,000 Palestinian children arrested since 
2000. As of 1 of May 2016 the number of Palestinian political prisoners and 
detainees is 7,033, spreading around 17 prisons, four interrogation centres and 
four detention centres.  

11.3 Out of the total number of political prisoners detained in Israel, 68 are female 
and 450 are children (11 of whom are minors). This figure also includes 6 
Palestinian Legislative Council members, 750 administrative detainees, held 
without charge or trial.  

11.4 These military orders provide for a wide range of offenses divided into five 
categories: ―Hostile Terrorist Activity, disturbance of public order, classic 
criminal offenses, illegal presence in Israel, and traffic offenses committed in the 
OPT. The practical implication of these broadly- defined offenses is the 
criminalization of many aspects of Palestinian civic life. For example, the political 
parties that comprise the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) are still 
considered ―illegal and terrorist organizations even though Israel has been 
engaging in peace negotiations with the PLO since 1993. Carrying a Palestinian 
flag is also a crime under Israeli military regulations. Participation in a 
demonstration is deemed a disruption of public order. 

 

12.0 Tour of the City of Hebron 
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12.1 The delegation went on a tour of the old city of Hebron. The city Governor spoke 
of “colonies” rather than “settlements”, and how these Israeli colonies were 
taking over Palestinian agricultural land.  

 
12.2 The delegation saw the “security wall”, and were told that the wall was built 

inside the ‘Green Line’ and therefore inside Palestinian territories. Mr Hemeid 
view is that the wall is  to  impose  a  new  border  by  force,  to  enable  Israel  to  
control water  supplies,  and  is  part  of  the  Zionist  State’s  aggrandisement 
policy, with emphasis on the acquisition of land rather than working for peace.  

 
12.3 During the tour, the delegation saw the construction of the new tram line which 

links the Jewish  settlements  in  the  east  of  the  city  with  other  such 
settlements  and with  workplaces  in  the  west,  bypassing areas where  
Palestinians  and  Arab  Israelis  live. The delegation was shown a refugee camp 
on the hill side, enclosed with a single gateway and with cramped squalid 
accommodation, which contrasted starkly with the smart buildings of the 
unlawful settlements in Hebron.  

 
12.4 It was also in Hebron where thousands of Moslem worshippers are subjected to 

humiliating screening process each time they visit the Mosque. 
13.0 Tour of the Old City of Nablus 
 
13.1 Hon. Nasser Jumma, a member of the PLC came with the delegation and showed 

it around the Old City of Nablus.  This was a vibrant city with  market  stalls,  
narrow  streets,  and Hon. Jumma  was  particularly proud  to  show  the 
delegation  the  Turkish  Baths  which  have  been  recently restored,  after  being  
destroyed  by  incursions  of  Israeli  tanks  into the narrow alley ways.  
Rebuilding work included the town hall, and offices  on  the  main  street  which  
had  been  destroyed  by  Israeli military attacks.   

 
13.2 The delegation saw a number of  places  which  had  memorials  painted  on  

walls  in memory of individual martyrs  killed  during  the  Intifada. The 
delegation also saw places that had been attacked and destroyed by Israeli air 
strikes. 

 

     
 Figure 8: Tour of the Nablus City 



14 | P a g e  
 

 

14.0 Tour of the Qalqiliya City 
 
14.1 The delegation met with General Rafe' Rawajbeh, the Governer of Qalqiliya and 

Dr Abdelrahim Barham, a member of PLC who have seen the direct impact of the 
illegal settlements on their daily lives.   

 
14.2 The delegation was given a presentation on the establishment of the settlements 

and were shown a photographic exhibition which has tracked the expansion of 
the settlements in this city.  The  photographs  made  powerful  comparisons  
between  the atrocities  that  took  place  against  the  Jews  during  the  Second 
World War and the atrocities that are taking place now against the Palestinians. 
The officials, however, made the point that they were not  directly comparing the  
Holocaust to the situation faced by  the Palestinians, but were asking why they 
were being made to suffer because  of  the  persecution  of  the  Jews  prior  to 
and  during the Second  World  War. 

 
14.3 The delegation saw at first hand the building of the separation wall between the 

village and the illegal settlements, one of which had a population of 30,000.  The 
wall was still under construction and work was ongoing on the day the 
delegation visited.   

 
14.4 The delegation heard from the Officials how their olive trees along  the  line  of  

the  wall  have  been  uprooted  and  stolen  from them.  Every Friday the local 
people march from the village to demonstrate at the wall and this has often led to 
clashes with the Israeli army and three villagers have lost their lives including 
one ten year old boy who was killed when he sustained head injuries when he 
was hit with rubber bullets. 

 

  
 Figure 9: delegation posing a photo with one of the commercial farmers in Qalqiliya and Dr Barham.  

 
15.0 Tour of the City of Bethlehem 
 
15.1 The delegation  received  a  warm  welcome  in the city on Bethlehem,  and  were  

met  by Hon. Fayez Saqqa and Hon. Mohammad Lahham Members of PLC in 
Bethlehem.    



15 | P a g e  
 

 
15.2 The delegation had been stopped at the checkpoint outside Bethlehem. The 

delegation were told  that there  are 596 checkpoints in the West Bank at  the 
main entrances to villages and cities, and 112 checkpoints around Bethlehem,  so  
it  is  impossible  to  leave or enter  without  a  military  inspection.   

   
15.3 The delegation  was  told  that  the  building  and  construction  of  the  apartheid 

wall at a Refugee Camp in Bethlehem makes the situation worse, with the wall 
depriving people from accessing hospitals, schools, their farms and families; the 
wall has ruined the  social and economic  life  of  Palestinian  people  living  at  
the  site  of the wall.   

 
15.4 The wall and the political situation since 2000, has dramatically decreased the 

number of Palestinians working in Israel, resulting in higher unemployment (36 
per cent), and greater poverty (52 per cent living under poverty line of US$3 per 
day). 

 
15.5 Nearly 26,000 workers work inside the settlements, in 2000 it was only 9,000.  

The members of the PLC  noted  that  the  taking  and  controlling  of land  and  80  
per  cent  of  the  water  in  the  West  Bank  is  affecting industry and 
developments within the West Bank. 

 
 
 
16.0 Visit to the Tomb of the late President Yasser Arafat. 
 
16.1 The  delegation  was  taken  to  the  tomb  of  the late President Yasser  Arafat  in 

Ramallah, and were able to lay a wreath in the mausoleum.   
 
16.2 From that site the delegation were shown the house of Yasser Arafat where he 

was kept under house arrest for years, and his offices. President Arafat’s 
quarters had been rebuilt since their destruction by Israeli shells in 2002. 

  
 Figure 10: The delegation laying wreath at President Arafat’s tomb 

 
17.0 Visit to the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, and the Church of 

Resurrection in Jerusalem 
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17.1 The delegation also visited the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, and the 

Church of Resurrection in Jerusalem.  The delegation was taken in a guided tour 
of the churches and key holy sites and also appreciated the role the church has 
played in past and recent regional conflicts.  

  

Figure 11: Delegation writing prayer requests whilst sitting at the exact place where Jesus was born at the Church of the 
Nativity, in Bethlehem 

 

18.0 Overall Conclusions 

 
18.1 Palestine an Occupied territory. 
 

The delegation ended its visit  with a strong sense of  the injustice and  human  
rights  violations  experienced  on  a  daily  basis  by ordinary  Palestinians. It is 
obvious that all of the land of historic Palestine is under Israeli Occupation, 
including the West Bank and East Jerusalem. The settlements – which violate 
international law - and the Israeli checkpoints are all pervasive. Everywhere the 
delegation visited in the West Bank it observed settlements, some of them 
massive, most often located on hilltops, overlooking and monitoring the 
Palestinians below. The settler accommodation invariably comprised bright, 
modern houses and apartments and is in stark contrast to the impoverished 
shanty town appearance of the Palestinian homes below. The settlers themselves 
are heavily armed and are protected throughout the West Bank by a strong 
Israeli military presence. Indeed, mobility within the West Bank between 
Palestinian villages, towns and cities is severely curtailed and under the control 
of Israeli forces: for example, entering and leaving, Ramallah, Hebron or Nablus. 
Also very noticeable is the fragmented and divided nature of the West Bank 
itself, which is due to the proliferation of ‘settler-only’ roads controlled entirely 
by the Israeli Defence Force. There is little doubt that this two-tier infrastructure, 
both hampers and impedes any form of sustainable Palestinian development and 
prevents the emergence of a viable, contiguous, independent Palestinian state.  

 
18.2 The Separation Wall 
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The delegation saw multiple examples of the devastating impact the construction 
of this massive 9 metre high concrete wall is having. It dominates huge swathes 
of the Palestinian landscape, destroying agricultural land, cutting farmers off 
from their livelihoods and causing the destruction of tens of thousands of olive 
trees. It was genuinely shocking to see the impact of the wall in urban areas, 
where it sunders entire communities and neighbourhoods, and imposes severe 
restrictions on access to essential services and employment. The delegation 
heard, but was neither impressed nor convinced by the argument that the wall is 
essential to the security of Israel. It was noted that the wall does not follow the 
route of the 1967 Green Line border. It has instead snaked into Palestinian 
territory and seized up to 12 percent of Palestinian land, including significant 
water resources. The delegation believes, therefore, that the construction of the 
wall amounts to a land (and water) grab, while simultaneously creating a new 
border in advance of any possible final settlement.  

 
18.3 East Jerusalem  
 

There are severe restrictions on Palestinian house-building and movement, in 
East Jerusalem. The delegation is firmly of the view that that these restrictions 
amount to a denial of the basic human rights of Palestinian people. The Israeli 
authorities are engaged in a clear policy of curtailing Palestinian growth whilst 
favouring and facilitating growth of settler numbers. This system of sectarian 
preferment can best be characterised as a sophisticated form of ethnic cleansing. 
Again, the very strong suspicion is that this is an attempt to create ‘facts on the 
ground’ in advance of any future settlement. It must therefore be challenged and 
resisted by the international community. 

 
18.4 Economy  
 

There is a huge and evident disparity between the affluence of the Israeli 
population and the Palestinians, whether between Israel and Palestine, or 
between Israeli settlements and the Palestinian communities they look down 
upon. Reports from the Palestinian politicians we met, as well as human rights 
groups, indicate that the Palestinian economy has suffered serious decline in 
recent years, particularly since the outbreak of the Second Intifada, in 2000. This 
collapse appears to have been caused by the extremely harsh restrictions 
imposed by the Israeli authorities on the movement of people and goods.  
 

18.5 Palestinian Authority  
 

It is very clear that the power and authority of the Palestinian Authority is 

extremely limited and is itself subject to Israeli authority. The fragmentation of 

the West Bank, and the control and curtailment of the free movement of people 

and goods, is the clearest evidence possible that the Palestinians in the West 

Bank and East Jerusalem are under Israeli domination. The Palestinian Authority 

and the rule of President Abbas is also continually undermined by overt as well 

as covert Israeli military incursions, including arrests and assassinations. There 

are frequent – in fact daily - Israeli army incursions into Palestinian centres like 
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Ramallah, Hebron and Nablus. The standing and authority of Palestinian 

Authority Ministers is also undermined and reduced by the fact that they require 

Israeli permission to move between cities in the West Bank, e.g. Ramallah and 

Jerusalem. The only person allowed to move freely in the occupied territories is 

President Abbas. All his Cabinet Ministers require permits and passes to move 

from Ramallah to other cities within the West Bank.  

 
18.6 Political Implications  
 

The situation that now obtains in the West Bank lends credence to the claims of 

the Palestinian representatives met by the delegation that Israel is making it 

impossible for any viable sovereign Palestinian state to be agreed – that as a 

result of its interventions, Israel has allowed for the possibility only of the 

existence of a series of fragmented and isolated Bantustans denying the 

Palestinians any territorial contiguity or any possibility of sovereign authority. 

The delegation is also strongly in agreement with the Palestinian political 

representatives’ views that any peace process must be based on International 

Law and UN resolutions. Any settlement that is not based on justice but solely on 

the balance of power –and clearly power is overwhelmingly on the side of the 

Israelis – is bound to be counter-productive and to fail. The delegation also 

recognised that any viable political process has to be inclusive and to involve all 

the significant parties to the conflict, in particular those with a recognised and 

legitimate democratic mandate.  

 
19.0 Recommendations 
 
19.1 The international community is required to take serious measures to put an end 

to the Israeli crimes against the people of Palestine by putting Israel before its 

responsibilities and to hold it accountable to international law and 

legitimacy.  Peace can be reached solely by ending occupation, recognizing and 

respecting the inalienable national, legal and legitimate rights of the Palestinian 

people. The impunity that the Israeli occupation is enjoying from the 

International community tantamount to conspiracy, which encourages Israel to 

refuse all peace initiatives and efforts, a situation that will only increase violence 

in the middle East and will destroy the two states solution which  the 

international community itself had adopted . 

19.2 The Zimbabwean government should take a position of supporting boycotts, 

disinvestments and sanctions against Israel. By taking this position the 

delegation hopes to bring economic and political pressure on the government of 

Israel and the world’s powers to reach a peaceful solution through dialogue.  

 

19.3 Israel Parliament (Knesset) should be suspended from the Inter-Parliamentary 

Union, until it repeals all apartheid laws that are inconsistent with international 
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law and the principles and objectives of the United Nations and of the Inter-

Parliamentary Union, in particular the principle of ‘protection and promotion of 

human rights.’ 
 

19.4 The construction of settlements and the barriers outside of the green line must 
stop immediately. Israel must not be allowed to continue its policy of forcing the 
further annexation of Palestinian land onto the agenda of future negotiations. 
The international community, and the Zimbabwean government in particular, 
must take a firm line on settlements and link their continued growth with the 
continued level of relations Israel enjoys. 
 

19.5 Israel must end immediately the policy of transferring settlers into the Jerusalem 
City in order to shift its demographic balance. The displacement of Palestinians 
from the city must also end.  
 

19.6 The African Union should take a more active and assertive role. The Palestinian 
President is keen for the African Union to take a more active role in the region, 
treading a path independent from, and more robust than, the US position. 
 

19.7 Negotiations between Israel and Palestine should resume within a proper 
framework and conducive environment. Israel must be forced back to the 
negotiating table by the international community or face the growing prospect of 
international isolation.  
 

19.8 Palestinian political organisations should implement reconciliation agreements 
in good faith, and for the international community to support Palestinian unity 
unequivocally and at all cost if there is to be lasting peace in the Middle East.  
 

19.9 Palestinian presidential and legislative elections should be held. The Palestinian 
Legislative Council (PLC) elections of 2006 are recognised as amongst the most 
free and fair ever to have been held in the Arab world. However, the mandate of 
the Palestinian parliament and the presidency has since expired. The 
Zimbabwean government and other progressive nations should encourage the 
Palestinian authorities to ensure that elections are held as soon as possible, in 
order to renew the democratic mandate of the Palestinian people’s leaders.  
 

19.10 There is no substitute for seeing the situation in Israel and Palestine first hand. 
The delegation encourages other AU Parliaments to visit the region to see for 
themselves the reality on the ground.  
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I thank you. 

Hon. K. Paradza 

Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

 

 




