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           ORDERED IN TERMS OF STANDING ORDER NO.17 

 

1) At the commencement of every Session, there must be as many Committees to be designated 

according to government portfolios as the Committee on Standing Rules and Orders may 

deem fit. 

2) Each Select Committee must be known by the portfolio determined for it by the Committee 

on Standing Rules and Orders. 

 

The Speaker announced that all the Committees of the First Session would continue to operate 

as previously constituted until such time that new Committee were appointed by the Committee 

on Standing Rules and Orders. On Tuesday 27 October 2020, the Hon Speaker, announced that 

Committees would resume sittings on Monday, 02 November, 2020. The following are 

Members of the Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade: 

 

Hon Shamu W.K (Chairperson), Hon Chihururu C, Hon Chikomba L, Hon Chikudo R, Hon 

Chimbaira G, Hon Dube G, Hon Gandawa A, Hon Gozho C, Hon Gwanetsa K, Hon Kabozo 

S, Hon Karikoga T, Hon Maphosa L, Hon Masenda N.T, Hon Mchenje S, Hon Misiharabwi P, 

Hon Moyo C, Hon Moyo Priscilla, Hon Mukunyaidze S, Hon Mutambisi C, Hon Ncube Soul, 

Hon Ngwenya S, Hon Rwodzi B, Hon Sacco J, Hon Samson A, Hon Shirichena A, Hon 

Sibanda M, Hon Sibanda Z, Hon Tungamirai T. 

 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF PORTFOLIO COMMITTEES 

 

STANDING ORDER NO. 20 

 

Subject to these Standing Orders, Portfolio Committees must- 

 

a) examine expenditure administration and policy of government departments and other 

matters falling under their jurisdictions as Parliament may, by resolution determine; 

b) consider and deal with all Bills other than the Constitutional Bill and Statutory 

Instruments or other matters which are referred to them by or under a resolution of the 

House or by the Speaker; 
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c) consider or deal with an Appropriation of Money Bill or any aspect of an Appropriation 

or Money Bill referred to them by these Standing Orders or by resolution of the House; 

d) monitor, investigate, enquire into and make recommendations relating to any aspect of 

the legislative programme, budget, policy or any other matter it may consider relevant 

to the government department falling within the category of affairs assigned to them, 

and may for that purpose consult and liaise with such a department; and 

e) consider or deal with all international treaties, conventions and agreements relevant to 

them, which are from time to time negotiated, entered into or agreed upon. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1  In tandem with His Excellency the President of Zimbabwe, Cde Emmerson 

Dambudzo Mnangagwa’s efforts to strengthen the long-standing relationship 

between Zimbabwe and the People’s Republic of China, guided by 

Parliamentary diplomacy, the Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs and 

International Trade held a joint virtual conference with its counterpart, the 

Foreign Affairs Committee of the National People’s Congress of the People’s 

Republic of China on Wednesday, 26 May 2021.  

2.0 BACKGROUND TO THE VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 

2.1 The Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs and 

International Trade, Hon. W.K. Shamu, hosted a virtual courtesy call from the 

Ambassador of China to Zimbabwe, on 12th March 2021 in which discussions 

were centred on the importance and consolidation of relations between 

Zimbabwe and China. Pursuant to this, Hon. W.K Shamu assured the Embassy 

of China of improved dialogue between the two countries’ two Committees on 

Foreign Affairs. The virtual conference, therefore, was a concretization of the 

communication between the two sister Committees. 

3.0 OBJECTIVES OF THE VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 

 

a) To strengthen bilateral relations between the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National 

People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China and the Parliamentary Portfolio 

Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade. 

b) To explore opportunities of improving China-Zimbabwe relations 

c) To discuss cooperation and coordination between the two Committees 

 

4.0 PARTICIPANTS TO THE VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 

4.1 The joint virtual conference was chaired by Mr. Chen Guomin, the leader of the 

delegation and Vice Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National 

People’s Congress (NPC) of the People’s Republic of China. The following 

designated Members and officials of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 

National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China attended the 

Conference: 

1. Mr. Chen Jin, Member of the National People’s Congress (NPC) of the People’s 

Republic of China; 
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2. Mr. Chen Fulin, Member of the National People’s Congress (NPC) of the People’s 

Republic of China; 

3. Mr. Liu Xiuwen, deputy director of the Budgetary Affairs Commission of the National 

People’s Congress (NPC) Standing Committee of the People’s Republic of China; and 

4. The officials from the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China. 

 

4.2 The following designated Members and Parliament Staff of the Portfolio 

Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade of the Parliament of 

Zimbabwe attended the conference: 

Hon Dube G, Hon Moyo C, Hon Kabozo S, Hon Chikudo R, Hon Moyo Priscilla, 

Hon Maphosa L, Hon Gandawa A, Hon Chihururu C, Hon Chimbaira G, Hon 

Gwanetsa K, Hon Mchenje S, Hon Ngwenya S, Hon Sacco J, Hon Ncube Soul, Hon 

Masenda N, Hon Sibanda Z, Hon Tungamirai T, Hon Karikoga T and Hon Shamu 

W being the Chairperson of the Committee. 

 

5.0 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

5.1 The Vice Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National People’s 

Congress (NPC) of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Chen Guomin the 

Chairperson of the conference, extended warm and fraternal welcome to the 

Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 

for the historic virtual meeting between the two Committees and expressed his 

appreciation for the Parliament of Zimbabwe’s support for China. 

In the interests of Parliamentary diplomacy, the host Chairperson informed his guests that 

China extends its unwavering commitment towards the China-Zimbabwe relations. He 

extended his appreciation towards the great attention showed by the members during the virtual 

meeting which, he stated, demonstrated Zimbabwe’s full commitment towards China. He also 

highlighted, his passion towards strengthening the bi-lateral relations between the two 

Committees. 

6.0 BRIEF ON THE CHINA-ZIMBABWE RELATIONS 

6.1 The Chairperson of the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs 

and International Trade presented the position on China-Zimbabwe Relations 

as follows: 
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• Zimbabwe and China enjoy excellent political relations. The relations dated back to the 

days of Zimbabwe’s liberation struggle against the colonial rule. China provided 

training and military equipment to the Liberation Movement. Since independence, 

China’s involvement in Zimbabwe has been increasingly directed towards broader 

macro-economic growth, and in particular towards the development of mutually 

beneficial linkages with Zimbabwe in the various sectors of the economy. Some of the 

sectors included the construction of sports facilities, hospitals, schools and the 

development of textile factories. 

• These relations have been strengthened over the years through exchange visits 

including engagement at the highest level. His Excellency, President Mnangagwa paid 

a reciprocal state visit to China in April 2018 at the invitation of President Xi Jinping, 

who had paid a state visit to Zimbabwe in December 2015. The exchange visits at the 

highest level indicated the cordial relations between the two countries. 

• The long-standing relationship was based on mutual respect, solidarity and support for 

each other’s core interests. The two countries shared the same geo-political and 

economic issues. 

• China has over the years supported Zimbabwe in the face of political pressure, isolation, 

stigmatisation as well as economic strangulation from the West. On its part, Zimbabwe 

has been consistent and unwavering in its support for Beijing’s core interests, 

particularly the One-China Policy. 

• Zimbabwe was subsequently put under economic sanctions by most of the Western 

countries. Hence, in a bid to curtail the effects of the sanctions and International 

isolation, Zimbabwe has been very deliberate in enhancing its bilateral relationship with 

China. This deliberate effort was affirmed by the adoption of the Look East Policy in 

2003 to give priority to investors from China, Japan, Singapore and other countries 

from that region. Resultantly, trade between China and Zimbabwe has been growing 

exponentially. Furthermore, the Look-East policy resulted in the development of 

cordial relations between Zimbabwe, South East Asia, and Far East countries, such as 

Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, India, and Pakistan. This also gave birth to several 

successful joint agreements between the Zimbabwean Government and these countries. 

• The Look-East Policy, adopted by the Government has managed to unlock investment 

opportunities in the key sectors of the economy. China has invested heavily in mining, 

telecommunications, power generation, and housing projects in Zimbabwe. Most of the 
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aid from China has gone towards projects which have been neglected by western donors 

such as in health and infrastructure development. Furthermore, China loans and aid 

came with no conditionalities such as political or economic reform which reflects 

China's principle of respecting the sovereignty and non-interference of the recipient 

nations. 

• Over the past 40 years, China-Zimbabwe relations have yielded positive results. A 

number of major projects have been implemented, such as the Zimbabwe National 

Sports Stadium, Kariba South Hydro Power Station Extension project, Hwange 

Thermal Power Station Project, Victoria Falls International Airport, and Robert G. 

Mugabe International Airport, giving a strong boost to Zimbabwe's infrastructural 

development. 

• Robust trade and investment have seen the creation of employment and changed 

people's livelihood. The investment in the expansion of the country’s two major power 

plants, Hwange Thermal Power Station and Kariba South Power Station by a combined 

950 MW is nearly US$2 billion. While the 300 MW Kariba power station expansion 

project was completed in 2018, the expansion of Hwange by 650 MW is still ongoing 

and scheduled to be completed next year. 

• China has also channelled its support towards health care, education and humanitarian 

assistance for example reconstruction of infrastructure damaged by Cyclone Idai, 

medical teams and materials to combat the spread of Covid-19. To date, China has 

donated significant consignments of materials in support of Zimbabwe’s efforts in 

fighting the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2021, China has since donated 400 000 doses of 

Covid-19 vaccines to Zimbabwe to help the country combat the pandemic. Zimbabwe 

was one of the first recipients of the donation among the various developing countries 

in Africa. This demonstrate the close relationship between the two countries. 

• Over the years China has equally invested in Agriculture and has become a key player 

in Zimbabwe’s tobacco sector growth achieving an annual turn over of US$1.6 billion 

from tobacco export. The support to the tobacco industry has supported small and 

medium tobacco farmers. This support is in the form of contract tobacco farming which 

has resulted in improved yields from 2008 to 2019. 

 

Joint Projects between Zimbabwe and China between the year 2000-2019 

SECTOR PROJECT  CONTRACTOR 
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Health Mahusekwa Hospital– US$6 million 

Chinese aid to Zimbabwe. In 2011 

US$100 million medical loan. 

extension of Phase Two of Mahusekwa 

Hospital launched in 2019 

China’s Nantong Construction 

Group Co, Ltd 

Water In 2011 Upgrading of Norton Jaffrey 

water treatment plant China Exim Bank 

provided US$144 million loan 

China Mechanical Engineering 

Corporation 

Harare City Council sewage treatment 

plants upgrade- US$237 million 

Sino Hydro 

In 2018, Harare City Council signed 

US$868 million loan from China for 

water and sanitation projects. Land is 

used as collateral security. 

China Machinery and Equipment 

Corporation 

Transport Robert Mugabe International Airport 

expansion project. China Exim Bank 

provided the US$153 million loan 

facility. 

Jiangsu International of China 

Victoria Falls Airport refurbishment 

funded by US$150 million China Exim 

Bank loan 

China Jiangsu International Group 

Beitbridge-Harare-Chirundu dualisation 

project cost US$2.7 billion 

Anhui Foreign Economic 

Construction Group Limited 

(Afecc) 

Communication National Broad Band Project. US$98 

million loan facility from China Exim 

Bank 

Huawei 

In 2011 Netone received US$60 million 

in 2011, a further US$290 in 2014 and 

US$71 million loan in 2018 for 4G and 

LTE from China Exim Bank for base 

stations upgrading. 
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High Peformance Centre (HPC) at the 

University of Zimbabwe at a cost of US$5 

million zero-interest loan. 

2018 Chinese government extended a 

grant for the implementation of the HPC 

Phase II 

 

Power Hwange Thermal Power station $1.2 

billion China loan (China Exim Bank). 

Generating capacity will increase by 

600MW. 

Sino Hydro 

 Kariba South Hydro expansion $320 

million China loan (China Exim Bank). 

Generating capacity to increase by 

300MW. 

Sino Hydro 

Infrastructure National defence College constructed at a 

cost of US$100 million loan facility from 

Chinese government. 

Chinese company Anhui Foreign 

Economic Construction Group 

New parliament building Chinese 

government grant US97 million. 

Shanghai Construction Group 

 

6.2 The Vice Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National People’s Congress 

(NPC) of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Chen Guomin and his delegation, highlighted 

the following: 

• In the past 40 years China and Zimbabwe have been through a lot of socio-economic 

challenges but have remained resilient in the face of adversity. In spite of the 

challenges, the two countries have remained steadfast and grew close cooperation. Last 

year the two sister-countries celebrated 40-year anniversary of China-Zimbabwe 

Relations.  

• China supports Zimbabwe in safeguarding national dignity and national sovereignty. 

China has extended humanitarian support towards Zimbabwean students against the 

effects of Covid-19 by providing vaccination and adequate accommodation. He 

emphasized that the assistance rendered to the Zimbabwean students studying in China 

is evidence of the Chinese government’s commitment to providing a dignified and 
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peaceful place to live in. Pursuant to this, he revealed that the Foreign Affairs 

Committee of China is working to promote justice, fairness, peace and development.  

• It was further highlighted that the Communist Party of China is celebrating its 100th 

Anniversary and working towards building a Morden communist country which is the 

vision of His Excellence Xi Jinping. The Communist Party is guided by the Maxist 

ideology and its members are all united towards development of their nation. 

• To ensure development in China, the Chinese nationals always follow the trends of time 

and history as well as seizing the opportunities for growth. He emphasized with great 

concern, the need for Zimbabwe to find its right path and stick to it in reaching our 

strategic goals. He further highlighted that, when making national decisions as 

Parliamentarians, we should consider international socio-economic and political 

developments. 

• In China, the Communist Party is clear on its ideology of putting people first. In the last 

100years, the Party learnt the following: 

i. Being resolute in putting people first i.e. equitable distribution of resources and 

opportunities among its people. 

ii. Believing in the common good of the people and the world 

iii. Believing in working together with the rest of the world to build a better future 

for mankind 

6.3 Mr. Liu Xiuwen, deputy director of the Budgetary Affairs Commission of the National 

People’s Congress (NPC) Standing Committee of the People’s Republic of China, highlighted 

some of the economic achievements of China; 

• China has managed to score historic victories against poverty. Statistics of China’s 

economic growth released by IMF in April 2021 shows immense growth despite the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Under Covid-19, its economy steadily recovered which in turn 

shows resilience and endurance by the Chinese People. 

• The Communist Party of China has always prioritized ending poverty in the country. 

Approximately 99million rural households have been lifted out of poverty through 

targeted alleviation programs funded by the government, in an effort to achieve 

Sustainable Development Goal 1, which calls for an end to poverty in all its forms. 

• He emphasized that innovation is important for the benefit of our people. China 

believes that promoting investments in innovation and learning from other countries 

will result in great modernization of our countries.   
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• China is committed to importing food from Zimbabwe, particularly citrus. 

 

7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. There be a review of the trade relations with a view towards horizontal and vertical 

economic integration. 

2. The two Committees continue to engage one another in cross pollinating ideas on how 

China managed to alleviate poverty. 

3. To applaud the government of China through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Zimbabwe on the support that the government of Zimbabwe has received from China. 

 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

The virtual conference between the two Committees was invaluable and timely in 

consolidating bilateral relations and mutually beneficial co-operation between the 

Foreign Affairs Committee  of the National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic 

of China and the Foreign Affairs and International Trade Committee of the Parliament 

of Zimbabwe. The China-Zimbabwe relations have yielded more positive results in the 

overall socio-economic growth and development of the two countries. China has made 

it clear that it condemns unequivocally the illegal sanctions imposed by Western 

countries on Zimbabwe. China is willing to cooperate with Zimbabwe in ensuring that 

the National Strategy Development 1 is realised.  

 


